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A Year in Review
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Dear Friends,

Thank you for another wonderful year!  We've been busier than ever for the Friends of East Rock Park's 
second year back on the scene.Whether you lifted a rake on a work day, attended one of our community 
gatherings, shared a donation with us, purchased a packet of holiday cards, helped facilitate an activity, or 
simply read our emails, we would like to thank you for your contribution to the Friends of East Rock Park.

²ŜΩǾŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ нллф ¸ŜŀǊ ƛƴ wŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ 
our funds, who our partners are, and what we have planned for 2010.

The review also captures the many special moments we experienced in 2009, when neighbors worked 
side-by-side, picked up trash, planted daffodils, painted playground equipment, ate chili, met one another, 
and contributed free time, sweat and energy to a cause greater than themselves.

The involvement of so many individuals in our events is an indication that the East Rock Park community is 
vibrant, optimistic, and dedicated to both the place in which we live and the people who surround us.

Thanks again for your contributions to our communities -- both the East Rock Park community and the 
greater New Haven community.We look forward to more good times in the new year!

Best Wishes,

December 31, 2009

Justin and Betty
FERP Co-Directors



Friends of East Rock Park is a community and environmental 
advocacy group.  We encourage neighbors to meet each other, 

celebrate the environment and become stewards of the park.  We 
build connections by hosting social events and work days, and 

supporting other neighborhood efforts.  All of our events are free 
and open to everyone.  Join us!
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2009 highlightsé
January

In response to neighborhood 
interest, FERP helped coordinate a 
night run to enable joggers to run 
safely in a group during the darker 

winter months. 

Winter Nightly Runs Begin
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February

We cleaned up lot of leaves and 
one kid named Claude for our first 

park workday of the year.

First Workday of the Year



March

FERP hosted free ice skating, 
pancake breakfast, seed planting and 

broomball to usher in the spring.

Ralph Walker Ice Rink
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We removed invasive species, cleared a trail and 
took a moment to swing around on invasive vines 

on this beautiful March morning.

Invasive Removal



April

Together with Common Ground High 
School, Solar Youth, Elm City Cycling, the 
CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ .ŜŀǾŜǊ tƻƴŘ tŀǊƪΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ 

Gear Bike Shop and various city 
departments, FERP co-organized the first 

peak-to-peak, cross-city bike ride from East 
Rock Park to West Rock Park. 

Rock to Rock
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Over 300 community 
members participated 
in Rock to Rock.  Get 
ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
round two which will 
surely be even better!



May

Thanks to the help of Martin 
Torresquintero from the Parks 

Department, FERP sponsored the 
training of six new volunteer canoe 

guides.  Check them out working their 
first gig at our Spring BBQ below.

Canoe Training
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College Woods Planting
And Cleanup

C9wt ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¸ŀƭŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜά ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

morning cleanup.



June

FERP helped coordinate 
volunteer opportunities for a 
variety of groups this year in 

order to encourage greater and 
more diverse involvement in 
the park.  In addition to the 

Hopkins students you see here, 
we also worked with Yale 
freshmen, Wilbur Cross 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ά¸ŀƭŜ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ 
volunteers, and alongside the 
New Haven Bird Club to name 

a few.

Graffiti Removal with 
Hopkins Students
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Watermelon, burgers, salads 
and trash helped us 

welcome the summer!

Welcome Summer BBQ
And Trash Cleanup


